Stinking piles of garbage on the streets of Edinburgh are
threatening the health and safety of the public, a health
authority warned Saturday as strikes by garbage
collectors moved into their ninth day
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Federal agents in Memphis have seized a potentially
3,000-year-old ancient Egyptian canopic jar lid of the
funeral deity named Imsety that was shipped in from
Europe
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U.N. high seas talks fail to reach an agreement

After 15 years, including four prior formal sessions, negotiators have yet to reach a legally binding text to address the issues facing international waters
climate

UNITED NATIONS: UN member states ended two weeks of
negotiations Friday without a
treaty to protect biodiversity in
the high seas, an agreement
that would have addressed
growing environmental and
economic challenges.
After 15 years, including four
prior formal sessions, negotiators have yet to reach a legally
binding text to address the multitude of issues facing international waters—a zone that encompasses almost half the
planet.
“Although we did make excel-

lent progress, we still do need a
little bit more time to progress
towards the finish line,” said
conference chair Rena Lee.
It will now be up to the UN
General Assembly to resume
the fifth session at a date still to
be determined.
Many had hoped the session,
which began on August 15 at
the United Nations headquarters in New York, would be the
last and yield a final text on
“the conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity
beyond national jurisdiction,”
or BBNJ for short.
“While it’s disappointing
that the treaty wasn’t finalised

during the past two weeks of
negotiations, we remain encouraged by the progress that
was made,” said Liz Karan of
the NGO Pew Charitable
Trusts, calling for a new session by the end of the year.
One of the most sensitive issues in the text revolved around
the sharing of possible profits
from the development of genetic resources in international
waters, where pharmaceutical,
chemical and cosmetic companies hope to find miracle drugs,
products or cures.
Such costly research at sea is
largely the prerogative of rich
nations, but developing coun-

France to take steps to contain
soaring electricity prices soon
energy

Paris: France’s finance minister pledged Saturday to keep
electricity costs in check for
consumers as European energy prices soar.
The Paris government has
put in place an energy price
cap to shield households until
December 31 and Bruno Le
Maire said that next year, expected hikes would be “contained increases”.
“The four per cent cap will
be maintained to the end of the
year,” he told a ruling coalition
conference in the eastern city
of Metz. “There will be no
catch-up of costs on the ceiling
in 2023,” he vowed after Presi-

dent Emmanuel Macron had
on Wednesday warned of energy price hikes.
Le Maire also said access to
a three billion euro fund for
businesses unable to meet energy bills would be made easier. European electricity
prices soared to new
records this week,
presaging a bitter
winter as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine inflicts economic pain
across the continent.
But the war is not the only
culprit in France, where nuclear energy currently covers
some 70% of the nation’s electricity needs. The shutdown of
several nuclear reactors due to

corrosion issues has contributed to the French electricity
price increase.
Traditionally an exporter of
electricity, France is now an
importer. The year-ahead contract for French electricity
surged past 1,100 euros per
megawatt hour—a more
than tenfold increase on
last year. In Britain, energy regulator Ofgem
said it would increase
the electricity and gas
price cap almost two-fold
from October 1 to an average
£3,549 per year.
Ofgem blamed the increase
on the spike in gas prices to the
lifting of Covid restrictions
and Russian curbs.

tries do not want to be left out
of potential windfall profits
drawn from marine resources
that belong to no one.
Similar issues of equity arise
in other international negotiations, such as on climate
change, in which developing

nations that feel outsized harm
from global warming have tried
in vain to get wealthier countries to help pay to offset those
impacts. The high seas begin at
the border of a nation’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ)—
which by international law
reaches no more than 200 nautical miles (370 kilometres)
from its coast—and are under
no state’s jurisdiction.
Sixty per cent of the world’s
oceans fall under this category.
And while healthy marine ecosystems are crucial to the future of humanity, particularly
to limit global warming, only
one per cent of international

waters are protected.
One of the key pillars of an
eventual BBNJ treaty is to allow the creation of marine protected areas, which many nations hope will cover 30% of
the Earth’s ocean by 2030.
“Without establishing protections in this vast area, we
will not be able to meet our ambitious and necessary 30 by 30
goal,” US State Department official Maxine Burkett said at an
earlier press conference.
But delegations still disagree
on the process for creating
these protected areas as well as
how required environmental
impact assessments will be im-

Dead fish and depression
on the banks of the Oder
marine life

Cigacice: Appearing tired and
stressed, Piotr Wloch looks out
dejectedly at his empty tourist
boats on the Oder river after an
environmental disaster that has
killed thousands of fish.
Like many local businesses,
Wloch has seen bookings plunge
by 90% following the as yet unexplained catastrophe on the lush
banks of a river between Poland
and Germany. “I’m just starting
to realise the scale of what happened,” Wloch told AFP.
“Yesterday, I slept all day because I was depressed, unable to
move,” he said.
In the empty tourist marina of
Cigacice in Poland, firefighters
in a rubber dinghy are still re-

moving dead fish while environmental agency workers take water samples for tests.
The stench of dead fish fills
the air. Between 200 and 300 kilograms of dead fish have been removed in Cigacice in the past
few days—out of around 300
tonnes in total from the Oder
since the start of August, officials said. “Everyone is afraid.
Only some curious people pop in
to have a look, but life has
stopped,” said Lukasz Duch, director of a local sports centre.
“Before the pollution, on a good
weekend, Cigacice would draw
between 5,000 and 10,000 tourists. “This place was full of life...
Now businesses are making
nothing in high season,”
he said.

plemented before new high
seas activity begins.
“What a missed opportunity...”, tweeted Klaudija Cremers, a researcher at the IDDRI
think tank, which, like multiple other NGOs, has a seat with
observer status at the
negotiations.
The delegate from Samoa,
addressing the conference on
behalf of the smaller developing island nations of the Pacific, said they were “disappointed.” “We live very far and it is
not cheap to travel all this way.
This money was not spent on
roads, on medicine, schools,”
she added.

